A Guide to Pronouncing Gaelic Version 5.5
C =Broad Consonant; C' = Slender Consonant; V = Vowel; * Lenition; STRESS normally on 1* syllable; NASAL = m, n, ng

- means a letter has to be there; (-) means a letter might be there; (C)/(V) means a consonant/vowel might be there

BROAD LETTERS: A & U & O

SLENDER LETTERS: [ & E

Normal Spelling Sound Examples
(a@)() a acras [aPkras], anam [anam], baile [bal1], cha [xa]
-a(-) UNSTRESSED 3 a mhathair [o va:hird], balach [baLax], balla [BaLa]
-a +dh(-), gh(-) ¥ lagh [Lvy], dragh [drvy], laghail [L¥yal]
(-)a + dhC-, ghC- ¥ adhbran [¥:Bran], adhbhar [x:ver], ladhran [Ly:ran]
(a+1ll,nn,m au call [kauL], ann [auN], bann [BauN], cam [kaum]
lic(-), nnC(-), mC(-) calltainn [kauLtiN’], annta [auNta], campa [kaumpa]
bhC(-), dhC(-), mhC(-) samhradh [sauray], cabhlach [kauLax]
(-)ai+1l, nn, m, ai caill [kailJ], saill [saili], lainn [LaiN'], caim [kaim]
lic(-), nnC(-), mC(-), caillte [kailiti1], saillte [sailiti], cainnt [kaiNiti]
bhC(-), dhC(-), mhC(-) aibhne [aivNi1], snaidhm [snaim], aimhreid [aivriid]
()a(i) + IV(-), nnV(-), mV(-), rrv(-) a caman [kaman] barra [baRa] cailleach [kaljax], lainnir [LaNJIrJ]
(—);(i) +rr,rn(-), rd(-) a: barr [ba:R], carr [ka:R], carn [ka:rn], é;rnadh [ka:rnay], ard [a:rd]
-ai- UNSTRESSED I caraich [karig], mholainn [voLiN'], posaidh [po:si]
-ai + ghC(-) ai saighdear [saidar], maighdean [maidian]
-ai- RARE AS & £ Gaidheal [§e:.0L], paipear [pe:par]
(ad) a: alainn [a:LINI] , Aite [aPti], bramar [Bra:mar], da [da:]
(9ao(i)- w caol [kwi:L], caora [kwira], aois [wif], facileag [fur:lag]
(-)aoi + mh(-), bh(-), gh(-) wi aoibhneas [wivNias], caoimhneas [kwivNias]
()b bata [ba:"ta], borb [Borob], baile [Bali], bas [ba:s]
(-bh(-) v mo bhata [mo va:Pts], cabhag [kavag], sabh [sa:v]
(b'() B bean [Ben], caibe [kabi], beatha [Beha], beum, [Be:m]
b' +o(:) o) ¥(2) u(z) w(:) a: au bj bed [bjo:], bealltainn [BjauLtiN'], bearn [Bja:rn]
(-)bh'(-) v mo bheatha [mo veha], dhuibh [ywiv], dibhe [diivi]
(-)bh' + o() o() () ux) w(:) a: au vj ro bhed [ro vjo:], da bhealltainn [da: vjauLtiN']
(C)c- k cas [kas], cam [kaum], caileag [kalag], ctil [ku:L], cearc [kerk]
cn- kr cnoc [krobk]; cnothan [kro:.an], cnamh [kra:v]
(-)ch(-) X mo chas [mo xas], moch [mox], loch [Lox], ddchas [do:xas]
Ve(-) hle bacadh [batkay], mucan [muPkan], mac [mark], cac [ka"k]
(C)c'- ki cedl [WoiL], ceum [Ke:m], ceann [kiauN], cis [kiif], airc [ariki]
c'n'- kr cnead [kred], cneap [krePp], cneasta [kresta]
(-)ch'(-) c mo cheann [mo ¢auN], deich [dec], dicheall [@i:¢al]
vc'(-) b lice [Litki1], brice [Britki1], mic [mitki], bric [Britki]
(-)d() d dochas [do:xas], cadal [kadal], fada [fads], bad [bad]
(-)dh(-) RARE as VyV Y dha [ya:], modh [moy], modhail [moyal], dh’Alba [yaLaba]
vdhv . bodhar [bo.ar], odhar [0.or], cladhadh [kL¥.ay]
(-)d'¢) & ditid [§u:d], dearg [dierag], maide [madit], boid [Bo:d]
(-)dh'(-) i dhiubh [ju], dhith [ji:], tidh [wij], dhiol [jisL]




BROAD LETTERS: A & U & O

SLENDER LETTERS: [ & E

(e e leth [Lie], teth [te], le [le], leis [lef], ceist [Kieft]

-e(-) UNSTRESSED I maise [mali], aite [a:"t/1], maille [maLi1], cuine [kuNii]

-ea- UNSTRESSED 2 paipear [pe:Ppar], rinnear [riNiar], miltean [mi:ltian]

-ea +dh, gh ¥ seadh [fy], feadh [fj¥y], seagh [f¥y]

(ea +s(-),d(-), g(-) e eadar [edor], fead [fed], cead [Ked], creagan [kregon]

-ea + mhC(-) eu geamhradh [§euray], leamhrag [Lieurag]

-ea+Ill nn, au ceann [kauN], peann [pjauN], teann [tiauN], geall [$aul]
lic(-), nnc(-) teannta [fauNta], geallta [§iauLts]

-ea + IV(-), nnV(-), rrv(-) a ceannard [kJaNard] teannadh [tJaNay] gealladh [g7aLay]

—;; +rr,n(-) a: (c:earr [ka:R], bearr [BjaR], cearn [Ka:rn], f;;‘rﬂl; [fja:rna]
rrc() dearrsadh [Fa:Rsoy]

(-)ea - ELSEWHERE £ fear [fer], bean [Ben], dealbh [deLav], earrann [¢eRaN]

-8a- ia déan [dian], geadh [giay], cnéatag [kriaPtag]

-ei + I, nn, m, ei seinn [[eiN/], beinn [BeiNi], steill [fteili], greim [greim]
lic(-), nnc(-), mc(-) peinnsean [peiNifan], einnsean [eiNifan]

-ei +IV(-), nnV(-), mV(-) e seinneadair [feNiadir], beinne [beNi1], steille [fteLii]

-e(i)() € gne [§re:], seimh [ferv], 'se [fe:], cre [kre:]

(el e: éis [e:f] [dé [die:], féill [fe:Li], céile [Ke:li], méidh [me:]

(9)eo(-) B deoch [diox], seo [[o], leotha [lo.2]

(-)ed()(-) o cedl [kio:L], bed [Bjo:], sedl [fo:L], edlas [jo:Las]

(-)eu- ia ceud [Kiad], beul [BiaL], feur [fiar], geur [&iar]

(Deu+m(-) e: beum [Be:m], Seumas [fe:mas], eudail [e:dal], leum [Lie:m]

() f fathan [fahan], gafann [gafaN], fas [fa:s], af [af]

(\fh- - a fhalt [aLt], a fharadh [aray]

OFfC) f fios [fis], féill [fe:Li], fighe [fi.1], fine [fini], fir [fir']

£ +0() 2(:) ¥(:) u() w(:) a: au fj fiughar [fju.ar], fitran [fju:ran], feol [fjo:L], fearna [fjarrna]

fh'- - thios [is], air an fhéill [eri o Nie:LJ]

()g() $ goc [gohk], gad [8ad], ugan [ugan], lag [Lag], rag [Rag]

(-)gh(-) RARE as VyV Y mo ghoc [mo yo'k], lagh [L¥y], agh [¥y], ogham [oyam]

Vghv V. aghaidh [¥:.1], foghlam [fo:Loam], roghainn [Ro:.1N']

()g'¢) & gille [giLi1], géir [ge:r], bigein [BigIN'], leig [Lie§/]

(-)gh'(-) i mo ghille [mo jili1], fon ghiomach [fon jimax]

lgh'V V. nigheann [Nii:.an], tighinn [i:.INT]
h- h a h-athair [s hahir'], Hearach [herax], ho-ré [ho'ro:]




BROAD LETTERS: A & U & O

SLENDER LETTERS: ] & E

(-)i()(-)
-i- UNSTRESSED

(—)£1 +nn, 1, m,

ri [Fi], min [mimn], fios [fis], lios [Lis], thig [higi]
ht1r [LthtJII'J] fu1r1ch [furJIg] tlghlnn [Ui.1N]
tmn [UiNT], blnn [Bi:N], tlll [tJ1 LJ] m [i:m]

innse sinnsear

nnC(-), lIc(-), mC(-) innse [i:f1], sinnsear [fi:Nifor], trlllsean [tri:Lifan]

()i +nnv(-), IV(-) i tinneas [UiNiag], tilleadh [tiLiay], ime [imi]

(-)i(-) i cir [Wi:d], tim [¢i:m], ribhinn [Ri:vIN]

(-)ia(-) ia iarr [iaR], liath [Liia], biadh [bisy], iarraidh [iaR1]

(-)ia + éi GENITIVE ia sgian [s@ian] (< sgéine), iasg [iasg] (< éisg), dia [diia] (< dé)
-ibh + C' i sibhse [fi:v(i], libhrig [Li:vriig]

(Aio +nn, 11, w fionn [fju:N], lionn [Du:N], os cionn [os kiu:N]

nnC(-), lic(-) fionntach [fju:Ntax], lionntachd [u:Ntex§]

(-)io +nnVv(-), Ilv(-) u fionnar [fjuNar], lionna [JuNs], sionnach [fuNax]

(-)io- +dhC(-), -ghc(-) ia iodhlann [isLaN], tiodhlaic [tiaLi"ki], ioghnadh [ianay]
(-)io- io mios [mias], lion [Liian], fion [fian], fior [fiar], cioch [Kiax]
(-)iu- u ﬂluch [flux], smbhal [fu.aL], an- dlugh [on'diu]
Siu - rr, rs(-) w ciurr [Ku:R], tlurr [HuR], su;rss;éh [fuzasax]
-in(i)(-) u citiin [Ku:N], ditid [du:d], dits [diu:], ciil [kiu:l]
l- L lag [Lag], lachan [Laxan], lorg [Lorog], loch [Lox]
*]- L alaoidh [s Lwij], da loch [da: Lox], bho lub [vo Lu:b]
-11(-) L balla [balLa], talla [taLs], ciall [KiaL], ball [bauL]
-1¢-) L balach [BaLax], ealan [jaLan], mal [ma:L], cadal [kadaL]
I'- L leabaidh [Liebi], leum [Lie:m], 18ir [Lie:r/]
*1'- 1 da leabaidh [da: leBi], do 1éine [do le:ni], bho leac [vo lePk]
-1'(-) L cailleach [kaliax], maille [maLi1], mill [mi:Lj], cill [kii:Li]
1'¢) | cuilean [kulan], bile [Bil1], cail [ka:1], stiil [su:l]
(-)m(-) m maol [mw:L], mala [ma:Ls], cam [kaum], lom [Loum]
()mh(-) v mo mhathair [mo va:hir’], amhainn [a:vIN/], caomh [kuv]
(-)m'(-) m mir [mi:rf], milis [milif], im [i:m], tim [ti:m]
m' +o(:) o() ¥() u(:) w(:) a: au mj meall [mjaul], meallta [mjauLts], medg [mjo:§]
()mh'(-) v caoimhin [kwi:viN/], nimheil [Niivil], laimh [Laiv]
mh' + o(:) o(:) ¥(:) u(:) w(:) a: au vj do mhealladh [do vjaLay], da mheall [da: vjaul]
n- N nabaidh [Na:bi], naire [Na:ri1], norrag [NoRag]
*n- n mo naire [mo na:ri1], bho nabaidh [vo na:bi]
-nn(-) N ceannaich [kiaNi¢], ceann [kiauN], ann [auN]
-n(-) n dona [dona], sona [sona], tana [tana], con [kon], sean [fen]
-ng(-) ng  trang[trap], rung [Run], teanga [tengs], fulang [fulang]
n'- Ni neul [NijaL], neart [Nierft], nigh [Nii:], nead [Nied]
*n'- n mo nighean [mo ni.an], da nead [da: ned]
-nn'(-) N bainne [BaNi1], cainnt [kaiNit/], tinn [ti:N/], binn [Bi:N]
-n'(-) AFTER o(:) o(:) ¥(:) u(:) w(:) a: \L duine [duNi1], cuine [kuNi1], boin [BoN], caineadh [ka:Niay]
-n'(-) ELSEWHERE n ainm [enem], cana [kana], céin [Ke:n], teine [Ueni]

lg'(—) pg _ being [Beinig], aingeal [ainiglal ], farsaing [farsigl]




BROAD LETTERS: A & U & O

SLENDER LETTERS: ] & E

(-)o(i) + g(-), b(-), m(-), 0 bog [Bog], bogadh [Bogay], gob [§ob], coma [koma]

lost C ogha [0.3], bogha [bo.s], comhairle [ko.arli]
(-)o + ghC(-) o foghnaidh [fo:ni], roghnaich [Ro:nig]
(o +1l, nn, m, ou tom [toum], lom [Loum], toll [touL], fonn [fouN]

lic(-), nnC(-), mC(-) lomnachd [Loumnaxg], tolltach [touLtex]
(0); Wv(-), nnv(-), rrv(-) B fcé)lrlran [toLasné]; nfollais [fOLIg,ﬂr’ndﬁnna [cjaNa],bdé%ra [doRa]
(9o +rr,rn(-), rd(-) o torr [to:R], sorn [so:rn], dornan [do:rnan], bord [bo:rd]
(9)oi +Il, nn, m, ai Goill [§aiLi], broinn [BraiN'], roinn [RaiN/]

lic(-), nnC(-), mC(-) oillt [aiLit/], roinntean [RaiNition]

bhC(-) goibhle [$aili], goibhnean [gainan]
(-)oi- ¥ goid [§¥d'], doirbh [d¥ri¥v], coileach [kylax]
-oi + mhC(-) ai doimhne [doiNi1], doimhneachd [doiNiax§]
(-)oi + ghC(-) ¥i oighreachd [¥irax§], oighre [¥ir1], sloighre [sLyiri1]
(-)o(i)- ELSEWHERE 0) loch [Lox], olla [oLa], sona [sona], toil [tol], coire [kori1]
(D) o b6 [Bo:], c6 [ko:], mér [mo:r], méran [mo:ran], c6ig [ko:gi]
(D) o mdd [mo:d], 6&0:5’;], pdg [pa:g], dir [0:r], boid [Bo:d]
(©p- p  post[post], pdg [pa:g], poll [pouLl], putag [pu*tag], campa [kaumpa]
ph- f sa phost [sa fost], sa pholl [sa fouL], bho phaiste [vo fa:ftii]
Vp(-) hp cupa [kuhpa], mapa [maPpas], cop [koPp], sop [so"p]
Op'- p peasair [pesir], priobadh [pribay], peilear [pelar], ailp [alp]
p'+o(:) o(:) ¥(:) u(x) w(:) a: au pj piuthar [pju.ar], peann [pjauN], peall [pjauL]
ph'- f da pheasair [da: fesiri], mo pheata [mo febta]
ph'+ o(:) o(:) ¥(:) u(:) w(:) a: au fj mo phiuthar [mo fju.ar], sa pheann [so fjauN]
Vp'(-) hp cipean [KiPpan], roimhpe [RoiPpi], cuip [kuip]
r- R ramh [Ra:v], riin [Ru:n], rapal [Ra"paL], rac [Ra:"k]
*r- r da ramh [da: ra:v], do riin [do ru:n], de riiisg [die ru:fgi]
-rr(-) R cearr [ka:R], barra [baRa], corran [koRan], corr [ko:R]
-r(-) r caran [karan], cor [ko:r], cur [kur], mura [mura]
r'- R rionnag [RuNag], réic [Re:"ki], rian [Rian]
* - r da rionnag [da: ruNag], bho réic [vo re:"ki], da rian [da: rian]
-r'(-) v cir [Ki:rf], medir [mjo:ri], cuireadh [kuriay]
(-)s(-) s sop [soPp], sar [sair], casan [kasan], bas [ba:s], cas [kas]
sh- h ro shalach [ro halax], glé shoilleir [gle: hyLiir]
s(t)r- sdr  srac[sdra:Pk], srann [sdrauN], srath [sdra]
()s'() i) siticair [fu:"kird], sil [fi:L7], caise [ka:fi], féis [fe:(]
sh'- h da shil [da: hi:LJ], glé shean [§le: hen]
sh' + o(2) o(:) ¥(:) u(:) w() a: au hj de shiticair [Je hju:"kir], a shedladh [s hjo:Lay]
s'(t")r'- sdr  stri[sdri:], sreath [sdre], sreang [sdren]




BROAD LETTERS: A & U & O

SLENDER LETTERS: I & E

©)t- t ton [to:n], tom [toum], tir [tur], tasdan [tasdan], molta [moLta]
th- h mo thon [mo ho:n], do thaigh [do hyj], da thom [da: houm]
Vi(-) ht bata [ba:Pta], dotaman [do"taman], put [puPt], leat [laht]
o)x'- t tinn [Ui:N7], tiugh [tu], teas [tes], till [ti:L], caillte [kailitii]
th'- h ro theth [Ro he], ro thinn [Ro hi:N/], thig [hig/]
th' + o(:) o(:) ¥(:) u(:) w(:) a: au hj do theaghlach [do hjo:Lax], glé thiugh [§le: hju]
Vt'(-) hj lite [Liihti], ciste [Kifti], litir [Lirthw], cait [keht]
(u@) u dubh [du], ubh [u], muc [mu"k], cuir [kur], tuit [tuht/]
(-)1u1 +1, nn, m, rr,rn u a-null [a'Nu:L], ilul;lﬁ [Lu:N], cum [kurm], murn [mu:rn]

lic(-), nnC(-), mc(-) unnsa [u:Nsa], éa;l;ltteal; [ku:Ndas], ;:1;1;1;1;2}}11 [su:Ndox]
(u+1v(-), nnv(-), mV(-) u cumail [kumal], tumadh [tumay], ullamh [uLav]
(-)ua(i) uo fuar [fuar], duais [duaf], cluas [kLuas], tuagh [tusy]
(-)ua(i) + NASAL ua a-nuas [2'Nuas), uan [uan], uaine [uaNi1], cuan [kuan]
(-)ui + s(-), NASAL w uisge [wfg1], uiseag [wfag], duine [quN1]
-ui + dh(-) wi buidhe [Bwi.i], guidhe [gwi.1], suidhe [swi.i]
-ui + mhC(-) ui cuimhne [kuiNi1], cuimhneachadh [kuiNjaxay]
(ui +1, nn, m wi druim [drwim], cluinn [KLwiN], tuill [twili]

lic(-), nnC(-), mc(-) cluinntinn [KLwiNt1IN/], muinntir [mwiNtr], uillt [wilit]
(ui + IV(-), nnVv(-), mv(-) w cluinneadh [kLwNiay], tuilleadh [twiliay]
()@ u cituil [ku:l], duil [du:l], sl [su:l], ctiis [ku:f]

[a] versus [3]

A Few Additonal Points;

The only distinction which is difficult to predict is [a] vs [2] in unstressed syllables. There are certain
endings which always have [a] or [a] but in many cases this difference cannot be predicted from the
spelling and must be learned:

o [a] appears in the following endings:
-(e)ag [ag] eg Mérag [morrag], luchag [Luxag], faoileag [fur:lag] EXCEPT: aiseag [afog]
-(e)an [an] (not plural) eg lochan [Loxan], beagan [Be§an], balachan [baLaxan]
-ail [al] eg beothail [bjo:.al], fagail [fa:gal], togail [togal]
o [a] commonly appears in all plural endings:
-(e)an [an]; -ichean [1¢an]; -(e)annan [oNan]; -(e)achan [axan]; -t(e)an [ton]
The Helping Vowel

In certain sequences, an additional sound gets inserted into words. This happens when b, bh, ch, g, gh,
m, mh are followed or preceded by 1, n or r. The vowel is generally an exact copy of the preceding
one:

o Alba[aLaba], marbh [marav], tilg [t/ili&/], arm [aram], earball [erabaL]
Major Exceptions

o le[le] and ri [ri] do not have palatal Ij and dark R
Vowel Lengthening
This only every occurs in stressed syllables:

o ball [BauL] vs earball [erabal]

For more details on and other topics on pronunciation check out the website!



