
A Guide to Pronouncing Gaelic Version 5.5 
C = Broad Consonant; C' = Slender Consonant; V = Vowel; * Lenition; STRESS normally on 1st syllable; NASAL = m, n, ng 

- means a letter has to be there; (-) means a letter might be there; (C)/(V) means a consonant/vowel might be there 

 

Normal Spelling Sound Examples 

(-)a(i)(-) a acras [aʰkrəs ̪], anam [anam], baile [b̊alɪ], cha [xa] 

-a(-) UNSTRESSED ə a mhàthair [ə vaːhɪrʲ], balach [b ̊aLəx], balla [b ̊aLə] 

-a + dh(-), gh(-) ɤ lagh [Lɤɣ], dragh [d̪̊rɤɣ], laghail [Lɤɣal] 

(-)a + dhC-, ghC- ɤː adhbran [ɤːb ̊ran], adhbhar [ɤːvər], ladhran [Lɤːran] 

(-)a + ll, nn, m 

  llC(-), nnC(-), mC(-) 

  bhC(-), dhC(-), mhC(-) 

au call [kauL], ann [auN], bann [b̊auN], cam [kaum] 

calltainn [kauLt ̪ɪNʲ], annta [auNt ̪ə], campa [kaumpə] 

samhradh [s̪aurəɣ], cabhlach [kauLəx] 

(-)ai + ll, nn, m, 

  llC(-), nnC(-), mC(-), 

  bhC(-), dhC(-), mhC(-) 

ai caill [kaiLʲ], saill [s ̪aiLʲ], lainn [LaiNʲ], caim [kaim] 

caillte [kaiLʲtʲɪ], saillte [s̪aiLʲtʲɪ], cainnt [kaiNʲtʲ] 

aibhne [aivNʲɪ], snaidhm [s̪naim], aimhreid [aivrʲɪd̊ʲ] 

(-)a(i) + llV(-), nnV(-), mV(-), rrV(-) a caman [kaman], barra [b ̊aRə], cailleach [kaLʲəx], lainnir [LaNʲɪrʲ] 

(-)a
à

(i) + rr, rn(-), rd(-) aː b
b

a
à

rr
r r

 [b ̊aːR], c
c

a
à

rr
r r

 [kaːR], c
c

a
à

rn
r n

 [kaːrn], c
c

a
à

rnadh
r n a d h

 [kaːrnəɣ], a
à

rd
r d

 [aːrd̪̊] 

-ai- UNSTRESSED ɪ caraich [karɪç], mholainn [vɔLɪNʲ], pòsaidh [pɔːs̪ɪ] 

-ai + ghC(-) əi saighdear [s ̪əid̊ʲər], maighdean [məid̊ʲən] 

-ài- RARE AS ɛː ɛː Gàidheal [g̊ɛː.əL], pàipear [pɛːʰpər] 

(-)à(i)(-) aː àlainn [aːLɪNʲ] , àite [aʰtʲɪ], bràmar [b ̊raːmər], dà [d ̪̊aː] 

(-)ao(i)- ɯː caol [kɯːL], caora [kɯːrə], aois [ɯːʃ], faoileag [fɯːlag̊] 

(-)aoi + mh(-), bh(-), gh(-) ɯi aoibhneas [ɯivNʲəs̪], caoimhneas [kɯivNʲəs ̪] 

(-)b(-) b ̊ bàta [b ̊aːʰt ̪ə], borb [b ̊ɔrɔb ̊], baile [b ̊alɪ], bàs [b ̊aːs̪] 

(-)bh(-) v mo bhàta [mɔ vaːʰt ̪ə], cabhag [kavag ̊], sàbh [s ̪aːv] 

(-)b'(-) b ̊ bean [b ̊ɛn], caibe [kab̊ɪ], beatha [b̊ɛhə], beum, [b ̊eːm] 

b' + o(ː) ɔ(ː) ɤ(ː) u(ː) ɯ(ː) aː au b ̊j beò [b ̊jɔː], bealltainn [b̊jauLt̪ɪNʲ], bearn [b̊jaːrn] 

(-)bh'(-) v mo bheatha [mɔ vɛhə], dhuibh [ɣɯiv], dibhe [d̊ʲivɪ]  

(-)bh' + o(ː) ɔ(ː) ɤ(ː) u(ː) ɯ(ː) aː au vj ro bheò [rɔ vjɔː], dà bhealltainn [d̪̊aː vjauLt ̪ɪNʲ] 

(C)c- k cas [kas ̪], cam [kaum], caileag [kalag ̊], cùl [kuːL], cearc [kɛrk] 

cn- kr cnoc [krɔʰk]; cnòthan [krɔː.ən], cnàmh [kraːv] 

(-)ch(-) x mo chas [mɔ xas ̪], moch [mɔx], loch [Lɔx], dòchas [d ̪̊ɔːxəs ̪] 

Vc(-) ʰk bacadh [b̊aʰkəɣ], mucan [muʰkən], mac [maʰk], cac [kaʰk]  

(C)c'- kʲ ceòl [kʲɔːL], ceum [kʲeːm], ceann [kʲauN], cìs [kʲiːʃ], airc [arʲkʲ] 

c'n'- kr cnead [kred ̪̊], cneap [krɛʰp], cneasta [kres̪t ̪ə] 

(-)ch'(-) ç mo cheann [mɔ çauN], deich [d̊ʲeç], dìcheall [d ̊ʲiːçəL] 

Vc'(-) ʰkʲ lice [Lʲiʰkʲɪ], brice [b ̊riʰkʲɪ], mic [miʰkʲ], bric [b ̊riʰkʲ] 

(-)d(-) d̪̊ dòchas [d̪̊ɔːxəs ̪], cadal [kad ̪̊aL], fada [fad ̪̊ə], bad [b ̊ad̪̊]  

(-)dh(-) RARE as VɣV ɣ dhà [ɣaː], modh [mɔɣ], modhail [mɔɣal], dh’Alba [ɣaLab ̊ə] 

VdhV . bodhar [b̊o.ər], odhar [o.ər], cladhadh [kLɤ.əɣ] 

(-)d'(-) d̊ʲ diùid [d̊ʲuːd̊ʲ], dearg [d ̊ʲɛrag̊], maide [mad̊ʲɪ], bòid [b ̊ɔːd̊ʲ] 
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(-)dh'(-) ʝ dhiubh [ʝu], dhìth [ʝiː], ùidh [ɯiʝ], dhìol [ʝiəL] 
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(-)e(i)(-) e leth [Lʲe], teth [tʲe], le [le], leis [leʃ], ceist [kʲeʃtʲ] 

-e(-) UNSTRESSED ɪ maise [maʃɪ], àite [aːʰtʲɪ], maille [maLʲɪ], cuine [kuNʲɪ] 

-ea- UNSTRESSED ə pàipear [pɛːʰpər], rinnear [riNʲər], mìltean [miːltʲən] 

-ea + dh, gh ɤ seadh [ʃɤɣ], feadh [fjɤɣ], seagh [ʃɤɣ] 

(-)ea + s(-), d(-), g(-) e eadar [ed ̪̊ər], fead [fed̪̊], cead [kʲed̪̊], creagan [kreg̊ən] 

-ea + mhC(-) ɛu geamhradh [g̊ʲɛurəɣ], leamhrag [Lʲɛurag̊] 

-ea + ll, nn, 

  llC(-), nnC(-) 

au ceann [kʲauN], peann [pjauN], teann [tʲauN], geall [g̊ʲauL] 

teannta [tʲauNt̪ə], geallta [g ̊ʲauLt ̪ə] 

-ea + llV(-), nnV(-), rrV(-) a ceannard [kʲaNard̪̊], teannadh [tʲaNəɣ], gealladh [g ̊ʲaLəɣ] 

-ea
e à

 + rr, rn(-) 

  rrC(-) 

aː c
c

ea
e à

rr
r r

 [kʲaːR], b
b

ea
e à

rr
r r

 [b ̊jaːR], c
c

ea
e à

rn
r n

 [kʲaːrn], f
f

ea
e à

rna
r n a

 [fjaːrnə] 

d
d

ea
e à

rrsadh
r r s a d h

 [d ̊ʲaːRs ̪əɣ] 

(-)ea - ELSEWHERE ɛ fear [fɛr], bean [b ̊ɛn], dealbh [d̊ɛLav], earrann [ɛRəN] 

-èa- ia dèan [d̊ʲian], gèadh [g̊iaɣ], cnèatag [kriaʰt ̪ag̊] 

-ei + ll, nn, m, 

  llC(-), nnC(-), mC(-) 

ei seinn [ʃeiNʲ], beinn [b ̊eiNʲ], steill [ʃtʲeiLʲ], greim [greim] 

peinnsean [peiNʲʃan], einnsean [eiNʲʃan] 

-ei + llV(-), nnV(-), mV(-) e seinneadair [ʃeNʲəd̪̊ɪrʲ], beinne [beNʲɪ], steille [ʃteLʲɪ] 

-è(i)(-) ɛː gnè [g̊rɛː], sèimh [ʃɛːv], ’sè [ʃɛː], crè [krɛː] 

(-)é(i)(-) eː éis [eːʃ] [dé [d ̊ʲeː], féill [feːLʲ], céile [kʲeːlɪ], méidh [meː] 

(-)eo(-) ɔ deoch [d̊ʲɔx], seo [ʃɔ], leotha [lɔ.ə] 

(-)eò(i)(-) ɔː ceòl [kʲɔːL], beò [b ̊jɔː], seòl [ʃɔːL], eòlas [jɔːLəs ̪] 

(-)eu- ia ceud [kʲiad̪̊], beul [b ̊iaL], feur [fiar], geur [g ̊ʲiar] 

(-)eu + m(-) eː beum [b ̊eːm], Seumas [ʃeːməs], eudail [eːd̪̊al], leum [Lʲeːm] 

(-)f(-) f fathan [fahan], gafann [g̊afəN], fàs [faːs ̪], af [af] 

(-)fh- - a fhalt [aLt ̪], a fharadh [arəɣ] 

(-)f'(-) f fios [fis̪], féill [feːLʲ], fighe [fi.ɪ], fine [finɪ], fir [firʲ]  

f' + o(ː) ɔ(ː) ɤ(ː) u(ː) ɯ(ː) aː au fj fiughar [fju.ər], fiùran [fjuːran], feòl [fjɔːL], fearna [fjaːrnə] 

fh'- - fhios [is̪], air an fhéill [erʲ ə NʲeːLʲ] 

(-)g(-) g̊ goc [g̊ɔʰk], gad [g̊ad̪̊], ugan [ug̊ən], lag [Lag ̊], rag [Rag̊] 

(-)gh(-) RARE as VɣV ɣ mo ghoc [mɔ ɣɔʰk], lagh [Lɤɣ], agh [ɤɣ], ogham [oɣəm] 

VghV Vː. aghaidh [ɤː.ɪ], foghlam [foːLəm], roghainn [Roː.ɪNʲ] 

(-)g'(-) g̊ʲ gille [g̊ʲiLʲɪ], géir [g̊eːrʲ], bigein [b ̊ig̊ɪNʲ], leig [Lʲeg̊ʲ] 

(-)gh'(-) ʝ mo ghille [mɔ ʝiLʲɪ], fon ghiomach [fɔn ʝiməx] 

VghˈV Vː. nigheann [Nʲiː.an], tighinn [tʲiː.ɪNʲ] 
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h- h a h-athair [ə hahɪrʲ], Hearach [hɛrəx], ho-ró [hoˈroː] 
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(-)i(o)(-) i ri [rʲi], mìn [miːn], fios [fis ̪], lios [Lʲis̪], thig [hig̊ʲ] 

-i- UNSTRESSED ɪ litir [Lʲiʰtʲɪrʲ], fuirich [furʲɪç], tighinn [tʲi.ɪNʲ] 

(-)i
ì

 + nn, ll, m, 

  nnC(-), llC(-), mC(-) 

iː t
t

i
ì

nn
n n

 [tʲiːNʲ], b
b

i
ì

nn
n n

 [b ̊iːNʲ], t
t

i
ì

ll
l l

 [tʲiːLʲ],  i
ì

m
m

 [iːm] 

i
ì

nnse
n n s e

 [iːʃɪ], s
s

i
ì

nnsear
n n s e a r

 [ʃiːNʲʃər], tr
t r

i
ì

llsean
l l s e a n

 [t ̪riːLʲʃan]  

(-)i + nnV(-), llV(-) i tinneas [tʲiNʲəs ̪], tilleadh [tʲiLʲəɣ], ime [imɪ] 

(-)ì(-) iː cìr [kʲiːrʲ], tìm [tʲiːm], rìbhinn [RiːvɪNʲ] 

(-)ia(-) iə iarr [iəR], liath [Lʲiə], biadh [b ̊iəɣ], iarraidh [iəRɪ] 

(-)ia + éi GENITIVE ia sgian [s ̪g̊ʲian] (< sgéine), iasg [ias ̪g̊] (< éisg), dia [d̊ʲia] (< dé) 

-ibh + Cˈ iː sibhse [ʃiːvʃɪ], libhrig [Lʲiːvrʲɪg̊ʲ] 

(-)io + nn, ll, 

  nnC(-), llC(-) 

uː fionn [fjuːN], lionn [LʲuːN], os cionn [ɔs̪ kʲuːN] 

fionntach [fjuːNt ̪əx], lionntachd [LʲuːNt ̪əxg̊] 

(-)io + nnV(-), llV(-) u fionnar [fjuNər], lionna [LʲuNə], sionnach [ʃuNəx] 

(-)io- +dhC(-), -ghC(-) iə iodhlann [iəLəN], tiodhlaic [tʲiəLɪʰkʲ], ioghnadh [iənəɣ] 

(-)ìo- iə mìos [miəs ̪], lìon [Lʲiən], fìon [fiən], fìor [fiər], cìoch [kʲiəx] 

(-)iu- u fliuch [flux], siubhal [ʃu.əL], an-diugh [ənˈd̊ʲu] 

-iu
i ù

 + rr, rs(-) uː c
c

iu
i ù

rr
r r

 [kʲuːR], t
t

iu
i ù

rr
r r

 [tʲuːR], s
s

iu
i ù

rsach
r s a c h

 [ʃuːɹs ̪əx] 

-iù(i)(-) uː ciùin [kʲuːNʲ], diùid [d̊ʲuːd̊ʲ], diù [d̊ʲuː], ciùil [kʲuːl] 

l- L lag [Lag̊], lachan [Laxan], lorg [Lɔrɔg̊], loch [Lɔx] 

* l- L a laoidh [ə Lɯʝ], dà loch [d̪̊aː Lɔx], bho lùb [vɔ Luːb ̊] 

-ll(-) L balla [b ̊aLə], talla [t ̪aLə], ciall [kʲiaL], ball [b ̊auL]  

-l(-) L balach [b ̊aLəx], ealan [jaLan], màl [ma:L], cadal [kad̪̊aL] 

l'- Lʲ leabaidh [Lʲeb ̊ɪ], leum [Lʲeːm], léir [Lʲeːrʲ] 

* l'- l dà leabaidh [d̪̊aː leb ̊ɪ], do léine [d ̪̊ɔ leːnɪ], bho leac [vɔ lɛʰk] 

-ll'(-) Lʲ cailleach [kaLʲəx], maille [maLʲɪ], mill [miːLʲ], cill [kʲiːLʲ] 

-l'(-) l cuilean [kulan], bile [b ̊ilɪ], càil [kaːl], sùil [suːl] 

(-)m(-) m maol [mɯːL], màla [maːLə], cam [kaum], lom [Lɔum] 

(-)mh(-) v mo mhàthair [mɔ vaːhɪrʲ], àmhainn [aːvɪNʲ], caomh [kɯːv] 

(-)m'(-) m mìr [miːrʲ], milis [milɪʃ], im [i:m], tìm [tʲiːm] 

m' + o(ː) ɔ(ː) ɤ(ː) u(ː) ɯ(ː) aː au mj meall [mjauL], meallta [mjauLt ̪ə], meòg [mjɔːg̊] 

(-)mh'(-) v caoimhin [kɯːvɪNʲ], nimheil [Nʲivɪl], làimh [Laiv] 

mh' + o(ː) ɔ(ː) ɤ(ː) u(ː) ɯ(ː) aː au vj do mhealladh [d ̪̊ɔ vjaLəɣ], dà mheall [d ̪̊aː vjauL] 

n- N nàbaidh [Naːb ̊i], nàire [Naːrʲɪ], norrag [NɔRag̊] 

* n- n mo nàire [mɔ naːrʲɪ], bho nàbaidh [vɔ naːbɪ] 

-nn(-) N ceannaich [kʲaNɪç],  ceann [kʲauN], ann [auN] 

-n(-) n dona [d̪̊ɔnə], sona [s ̪ɔnə], tana [t ̪anə], con [kɔn], sean [ʃɛn] 

-ng(-) ŋg trang [t ̪raŋ], rung [Ruːŋ], teanga [tʲɛŋgə], fulang [fuləŋg] 

n'- Nʲ neul [NʲiaL], neart [Nʲɛrʃt ̪], nigh [Nʲiː], nead [Nʲɛd̪̊] 

* n'- n mo nighean [mɔ ni.an], dà nead [d ̪̊aː nɛd̪̊] 

-nn'(-) Nʲ bainne [b ̊aNʲɪ], cainnt [kaiNʲtʲ], tinn [tʲiːNʲ], binn [b ̊iːNʲ] 

-n'(-) AFTER o(ː) ɔ(ː) ɤ(ː) u(ː) ɯ(ː) aː Nʲ duine [d̪̊ɯNʲɪ], cuine [kuNʲɪ], boin [b ̊ɔNʲ], càineadh [kaːNʲəɣ] 

-nˈ(-)  ELSEWHERE n ainm [ɛnɛm], cana [kanə], céin [kʲeːn], teine [tʲenɪ] 
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-ng'(-) ŋʲgʲ being [b ̊eiŋʲgʲ], aingeal [aiŋʲgʲəL], farsaing [fars ̪ɪŋʲgʲ] 
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(-)o(i) + g(-), b(-), m(-), 

  lost C 

o bog [b ̊og̊], bogadh [b̊og̊əɣ], gob [g̊ob ̊], coma [komə] 

ogha [o.ə], bogha [b̊o.ə], comhairle [ko.ərlɪ] 

(-)o + ghC(-) oː foghnaidh [foːnɪ], roghnaich [Roːnɪç] 

(-)o + ll, nn, m, 

  llC(-), nnC(-), mC(-) 

ɔu tom [t ̪ɔum], lom [Lɔum], toll [t ̪ɔuL], fonn [fɔuN] 

lomnachd [Lɔumnəxg̊], tolltach [t̪ɔuLt ̪əx] 

(o) + llV(-), nnV(-),  rrV(-) ɔ tollan [t ̪ɔLan], follais [fɔLɪʃ], donna [d̪̊ɔNə], dorra [d̪̊ɔRə] 

(-)o
ò

 + rr, rn(-), rd(-) ɔː t
t

o
ò

rr
r r

 [t ̪ɔːR], s
s

o
ò

rn
r n

 [s ̪ɔːrn], d
d

o
ò

rnan
r n a n

 [d ̪̊ɔːrnan], b
b

o
ò

rd
r d

 [b ̊ɔːrd̪̊] 

(-)oi  + ll, nn, m, 

  llC(-), nnC(-), mC(-) 

  bhC(-) 

əi Goill [g̊əiLʲ], broinn [b ̊rəiNʲ], roinn [RəiNʲ] 

oillt [əiLʲtʲ], roinntean [RəiNʲtʲən] 

goibhle [g̊əilɪ], goibhnean [g̊əinən] 

(-)oi- ɤ goid [g̊ɤd̊ʲ], doirbh [d̪̊ɤrʲɤv], coileach [kɤləx] 

-oi + mhC(-) ɔi doimhne [d ̪̊ɔiNʲɪ], doimhneachd [d̪̊ɔiNʲəxg̊] 

(-)oi + ghC(-) ɤi oighreachd [ɤirʲəxg̊], oighre [ɤirʲɪ], sloighre [s̪Lɤirʲɪ] 

(-)o(i)-  ELSEWHERE ɔ loch [Lɔx], olla [ɔLə], sona [s ̪ɔnə], toil [t ̪ɔl], coire [kɔrʲɪ] 

(-)ó(i)(-) oː bó [b ̊oː], có [koː], mór [moːr], móran [moːran], cóig [koːg̊ʲ] 

(-)ò(i)(-) ɔː mòd [mɔːd̪̊], òg [ɔːg̊], pòg [pɔːg̊], òir [ɔːrʲ], bòid [b ̊ɔːd̊ʲ] 

(C)p- p post [pɔs ̪t ̪], pòg [pɔːg̊], poll [pɔuL], putag [puʰt ̪ag̊], campa [kaumpə] 

ph- f sa phost [s ̪ə fɔs ̪t ̪], sa pholl [s ̪ə fɔuL], bho phàiste [vɔ faːʃtʲɪ] 

Vp(-) ʰp cupa [kuʰpə], mapa [maʰpə], cop [kɔʰp], sop [s ̪ɔʰp] 

()p'- p peasair [pes ̪ɪrʲ], priobadh [prib̊əɣ], peilear [pɛlər], ailp [alp] 

p'+ o(ː) ɔ(ː) ɤ(ː) u(ː) ɯ(ː) aː au pj piuthar [pju.ər], peann [pjauN], peall [pjauL] 

ph'- f dà pheasair [d ̪̊aː fes ̪ɪrʲ], mo pheata [mɔ fɛʰt ̪ə] 

ph'+ o(ː) ɔ(ː) ɤ(ː) u(ː) ɯ(ː) aː au fj mo phiuthar [mɔ fju.ər], sa pheann [s ̪ə fjauN] 

Vp'(-) ʰp cipean [kʲiʰpan], roimhpe [Rɔiʰpɪ], cuip [kuiʰp] 

r- R ràmh [Raːv], rùn [Ruːn], rapal [RaʰpəL], ràc [Raːʰk] 

* r- r dà ràmh [d̪̊aː raːv], do rùn [d̊ɔ ruːn], de rùisg [d̊ʲe ruːʃg̊ʲ] 

-rr(-) R cearr [kʲaːR], barra [b ̊aRə], corran [kɔRan], corr [kɔːR] 

-r(-) r caran [karan], còr [kɔːr], cur [kur], mura [murə] 

r'- R rionnag [RuNag̊], réic [Reːʰkʲ], rian [Rian] 

* r'- r dà rionnag [d̪̊aː ruNag̊], bho réic [vɔ reːʰkʲ], dà rian [d̪̊aː rian] 

-r'(-) rʲ cìr [kʲiːrʲ], meòir [mjɔːrʲ], cuireadh [kurʲəɣ] 

(-)s(-) s ̪ sop [s ̪ɔʰp], sàr [s ̪aːr], casan [kas̪ən], bàs [b ̊aːs ̪], cas [kas ̪] 

sh- h ro shalach [rɔ haLəx], glé shoilleir [g ̊leː hɤLʲɪrʲ] 

s(t)r- s ̪d̪̊r sràc [s ̪d̪̊raːʰk], srann [s ̪d̪̊rauN], srath [s ̪d̪̊ra] 

(-)s'(-) ʃ siùcair [ʃuːʰkɪrʲ], sìl [ʃiːLʲ], càise [kaːʃɪ], féis [feːʃ] 

sh'- h dà shìl [d̪̊aː hiːLʲ], glé shean [g̊leː hɛn] 

sh' + o(ː) ɔ(ː) ɤ(ː) u(ː) ɯ(ː) aː au hj de shiùcair [d̊ʲe hjuːʰkɪrʲ], a sheòladh [ə hjɔːLəɣ] 
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s'(t')r'- s ̪d̪̊r strì [s ̪d̪̊riː], sreath [s ̪d̪̊rɛ], sreang [s ̪d̪̊rɛŋ] 
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(C)t- t̪ tòn [t ̪ɔːn], tom [t̪ɔum], tùr [t ̪uːr], tasdan [t̪as ̪d̪̊an], molta [mɔLt ̪ə] 

th- h mo thòn [mɔ hɔːn], do thaigh [d̪̊ɔ hɤʝ], dà thom [d ̪̊aː hɔum] 

Vt(-) ʰt̪ bàta [b ̊aːʰt̪ə], dòtaman [d̪̊ɔʰt̪aman], put [puʰt̪], leat [laʰt̪] 

(C)t'- tʲ tinn [tʲiːNʲ], tiugh [tʲu], teas [tʲes ̪], till [tʲiːLʲ], caillte [kaiLʲtʲɪ] 

thˈ- h ro theth [Rɔ he], ro thinn [Rɔ hiːNʲ], thig [hig̊ʲ] 

thˈ + o(ː) ɔ(ː) ɤ(ː) u(ː) ɯ(ː) aː au hj do theaghlach [d̪̊ɔ hjɔːLəx], glé thiugh [g ̊leː hju] 

Vtˈ(-) ʰtʲ lite [Lʲiʰtʲɪ], ciste [kʲiʃtʲɪ], litir [Lʲiʰtʲɪrʲ], cait [kɛʰtʲ] 

(-)u(i)(-) u dubh [d̪̊u], ubh [u], muc [muʰk], cuir [kurʲ], tuit [t ̪uʰtʲ] 

(-)u
ù

 + ll, nn, m, rr, rn 

  llC(-), nnC(-), mC(-) 

uː a-null [əˈNuːL], l
l

u
ù

nn
n n

 [LuːN], c
c

u
ù

m
m

 [kuːm], m
m

u
ù

rn
r n

 [muːrn] 

u
ù

nnsa
n n s a

 [uːNs̪ə], c
c

u
ù

nntas
n n t a s

 [kuːNd̪̊əs̪], s
s

u
ù

nndach
n n d a c h

 [s ̪uːNd̪̊əx] 

(-)u + llV(-), nnV(-), mV(-) u cumail [kumal], tumadh [t̪uməɣ], ullamh [uLəv] 

(-)ua(i) uə fuar [fuər], duais [d̪̊uəʃ], cluas [kLuəs ̪], tuagh [t̪uəɣ] 

(-)ua(i) + NASAL ua a-nuas [əˈNuas ̪], uan [uan], uaine [uaNʲɪ], cuan [kuan] 

(-)ui + s(-), NASAL ɯ uisge [ɯʃg̊ʲɪ], uiseag [ɯʃag̊], duine [d ̪̊ɯNʲɪ] 

-ui + dh(-) ɯi buidhe [b ̊ɯi.ɪ], guidhe [g̊ɯi.ɪ], suidhe [s̪ɯi.ɪ] 

-ui + mhC(-) ui cuimhne [kuiNʲɪ], cuimhneachadh [kuiNʲəxəɣ] 

(-)ui + ll, nn, m 

  llC(-), nnC(-), mC(-) 

ɯi druim [d̪̊rɯim], cluinn [kLɯiNʲ], tuill [t̪ɯiLʲ] 

cluinntinn [kLɯiNʲtʲɪNʲ], muinntir [mɯiNʲtʲɪrʲ], uillt [ɯiLʲtʲ] 

(-)ui + llV(-), nnV(-), mV(-) ɯ cluinneadh [kLɯNʲəɣ], tuilleadh [t̪ɯLʲəɣ] SL
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(-)ù(i)(-) uː ciùil [kʲuːl], dùil [d̪̊uːl], sùil [s ̪uːl], cùis [kuːʃ] 

 

A Few Additonal Points: 
[a] versus [ə] 

The only distinction which is difficult to predict is [a] vs [ə] in unstressed syllables.  There are certain 
endings which always have [a] or [ə] but in many cases this difference cannot be predicted from the 
spelling and must be learned: 

o [a] appears in the following endings: 
-(e)ag [ag ̊] eg Mórag [moːrag̊], luchag [Luxag̊], faoileag [fɯːlag̊] EXCEPT: aiseag [aʃəg̊] 
-(e)an [an] (not plural) eg lochan [Lɔxan], beagan [b ̊eg̊an], balachan [b ̊aLəxan] 
-ail [al] eg beòthail [b ̊jɔː.al], fàgail [faːg̊al], togail [t ̪og̊al] 

o [ə] commonly appears in all plural endings: 
-(e)an [ən]; -ichean [ɪçən]; -(e)annan [əNən]; -(e)achan [əxən]; -t(e)an [t ̪ən] 

The Helping Vowel 

In certain sequences, an additional sound gets inserted into words.  This happens when b, bh, ch, g, gh, 
m, mh are followed or preceded by l, n or r.  The vowel is generally an exact copy of the preceding 
one: 

o Alba [aLab ̊ə], marbh [marav], tilg [tʲilig̊ʲ], arm [aram], earball [ɛrab ̊əL] 

Major Exceptions 

o le [le] and ri [rʲi] do not have palatal Lʲ and dark R 

Vowel Lengthening 

This only every occurs in stressed syllables: 

o ball [b ̊auL] vs earball [ɛrab ̊əL] 

For more details on and other topics on pronunciation check out the website! 
 


